ACTIVITIES FOR PRACTICE:  
FOOD ON THE SHELF

Purpose:  Practice nouns and prepositions.

Materials:  Actual refrigerator or model of refrigerator, and/or actual or model of food storage cabinet, actual food or play food.

If you decide to use models, you can acquire them at a thrift store. Or, during an earlier lesson, you and students can work together to make the models of the refrigerator and/or food storage cabinet and the models of the food items.

Directions

You can give the directions and ask the questions in this activity, or two students can do it independently.

One person directs the other in placing the "food" on the "shelves," using directional vocabulary. Example:

Student 1:  Put the milk on the top shelf. Put the lettuce on the second-from-the-bottom shelf, next to the bread.

Then, the students can practice questions and answers. Example:

Student 1:  Where is the milk? 

Student 2:  It's on the top shelf.

Comments

Start out with a few items and simple directions, then gradually increase the complexity.

If you use models, be sure that students understand the relationship between real shelves and the symbolic ones. 

If you decide to use models, you could still begin by looking at a real refrigerator and doing some questions and answers about the food that's in there.
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